
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA STATEMENT 

TO    : ALL MEDIA 

DATE    : Thursday, 05 June 2014 

ATTENTION   : NEWS EDITORS/REPORTERS AND PR WIRE 

MEC MCHUNU STRONGLY CAUTIONS AGAINST ATTACKS ON POLICE 
OFFICERS WHILE ON DUTY. 

KWAZULU-Natal MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, Willies 
Mchunu, has hit out at the increasing trends whereby  suspects open fire on police 
officers while on duty, saying this was totally unacceptable and a criminal act. 

MEC Mchunu was commenting following an incident where police came under fire in 
Gateway, uMhlanga, while investigation a suspected stolen vehicle. 

Today (Thursday, 5 June 2014), police members were patrolling around Gateway 
area when they noticed a suspicious-looking Toyota Corolla vehicle in the vicinity.  

The members started to do observation, following the said vehicle. It is alleged that 
the suspects became suspicious and sped off. Police gave chase and the suspects 
shot towards the police and the members returned fire.  

Five suspects were eventually arrested at uMhlanga Rocks near the garage at 
Durban North after a long chase.  

Two of the suspects sustained gunshot wounds and were taken for treatment. The 
vehicle came as a stolen vehicle at Berea area and the members found 
housebreaking implements from it.  

 All five suspects were arrested and charged with possession of property suspected 
to be stolen and attempted murder. The arrested suspect aged between, 31 and 44 
years, will appear in the Durban Magistrate’s Court soon.  

 

 



Today (5 June 2014), MEC Mchunu strongly condemned the attack on police 
officers, saying such reckless and illegal behavior placed police officer in extreme 
danger. 

“This unfortunate and disturbing trend where police come under while 
conducting their legal work is totally unacceptable. Those who act such a 
thuggish fashion will be harshly dealt with and will face the full might of the 
law. 

“We just cannot accept such a thuggish behavior. Police officers are the only 
shield against defenseless communities and, as such, should not be targets of 
criminals,” said MEC Mchunu. 

MEC Mchunu also commended police officers for the professional way they 
conducted this operation. 
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